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Occasionally food and drink were supplied in addition to the
payment in money, particularly when the latter was small.
The value of servants' board was reckoned at this period at
5d. per day in the North and at 6d. per day in the South and
Easta : a century earlier Petty had estimated the value of
a labourer's ' victuals ' at 2s. per week *. Near the end of
the eighteenth century a substantial rise is recorded in rates
of wages, varying from 15 to 25 per cent.—I2d. was now the
lowest, and 2id. the highest (Middlesex) : the majority were
i6d. or iyd. 3. Arthur Young thought that no rural labourer
in health and strength should be paid less than i6d. a day 4.
Causes of No single explanation will account for the wage-variations
^ different parts of the country. One factor was the
proximity or remoteness of rural districts in regard to manu-
facturing centres. Where opportunities existed for local
employment in industry or mining, wages then, as in our own
times, were higher than when there was no outlet for the
labourer other than the land. Thus farm labourers were paid
better wages in the vicinity of Manchester or the manu-
facturing towns of the West Riding than in districts remote
from industrial centres 5. A writer in 1630 remarked on the
rise in wages in Devonshire, an important seat of the woollen
industry, due to the scarcity of agricultural labourers, which
he attributed to the greater attractions of industry 6. Another
factor which exerted profound influence on rates of wages
depended on the mobility of labour—not only from one
occupation to another but from one locality to another. We
must not exaggerate the immobility of the English farm
labourer in earlier centuries 7, though the factors of inertia
and economic obstacles to migration were not negligible,
and they were reinforced by frequent attempts at legal
out the year: Tour through the Southern Counties (ed. 1772), 335—6s. 3d.
to ids. gd. (z) Tour through the East (ed. 1771), iv. 3i6—-7S. 4d. to 8s. 7d.
(3) Tour through the North (ed. 1771), iv. 296—53. 8d. to 75. 2d. These
averages would be raised by taking into account piece-work, which was
paid at a higher rate: see infra, p. 393. Infra, Appendix, p. 501, No. 2.
1 Young, Tour through the North (ed. 1771), iv. 297, 320; Tour through
the East (ed. 1771), iv. 316.	* Petty, Economic Writings, i. 305.
8 Annals of Agriculture, xxiv. 334-335 (*795). Women in Rutland
earned in the summer 6d. to 8d. per day: ibid. xxii. 367 (1794).
 *	Ibid. xxiv. 336 (1795).
 *	Ibid, xviii. 571; Brown, Agriculture of the West Riding (1799), 203.
 *	Westcote, A View of Devonshire in 1630 (ed. 1845), 62
 *	See supra, Introduction, pp. xxiv.-xxvi.

